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King Classical School Prepared Many Local Youngsters 


Only 
Yesterday 


By Frances E. 
Hughes 
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were those who call 


There 
“Dummy’s Retreat.” 


There were many who thought it a 
school only for “rich kids.” 

But King Classical School, a private 
school in existence here for 39 years, 
was neither. 

It is true that there were children 
enrolled who were slow in their learn- 
ing and they studied there so they 
would get special attention. However, 
the number of bright students far ex- 
ceeded those with learning problems, 
just as there are in most schools to- 
day. 

It is also true that children of many 
wealthy Terre Hauteans were students 
there, but most of those who attended 
were from middle class families. They 
were sent there not only because of 
special attention given to each stu- 
dent but because graduates of Classi- 
cal School were given scholastic back- 
grounds that prepared them for the 
best colleges and universities without 
the necessity of taking entrance board 
examinations that were required by 
most good higher education institu- 
tions of the day. 

Sometimes four or five children 
from one family attended. 

The school] was far ahead of its time 
in its educational methods. Until 
World War I, German was taught from 
the lower grades through high school. 
When the war started and German 
was no longer taught in most schools 
in this country, French was the sub- 


Outdoor Tips 


ject taught at Classical through the 
grades and high school. 

Science and sociology were two sub- 
jects, not generally taught then in 
high school, that were required by the 
school, and English and grammar 
were stressed throughout the grades 
and high school. 

Chapel was held once a week with 
the students required to perform either 
by singing in the school chorus, giv- 
ing recitations or appearing in plays 
to give them more assurance and 
poise. Once or twice a year, these 
plays were performed on the stage in 
the YWCA for parents and friends. 

In the sociology classes, students 
were encouraged to do some kind of 
charity work in the community. 

Classes were small, few of them 
ever having more than 10 students and 
most of them only five or six. Chil- 
dren could be enrolled in primary and 
kindergarten and often continued in 
the school through the grades and 
high school. 

Since the school was well built and 
heated with “city heat” of the times, 
some children were sent there for 
health reasons as the old city schools 
were drafty and not well heated. 

Instead of staying in school until 
3:15 p.m., school was dismissed every 
day at 2 p.m. In one’s senior year, 
school ended at noon. Students were 
expected to do most of their studying 
at home. 

Bertha Pratt King, a graduate of 
Smith College, was a native of Little 
Falls, N. Y. Founder of the school, she 
was ahead of her time in the women’s 
lib movement as during the summers 
of 1914 and 1915, shortly after she 
started her schoo! in Terre Haute, she 
was with the Redpath and Independ- 
ent chatauquas in Ohio and Pennsyl- 
vania, giving daily talks on social 


questions and problems of girls and 
women. 

In 1919 and 1920, she again was on 
the lecture circuit, this time in sup- 
port of suffrage campaigns in Ohio, 
Wisconsin and Indiana. 

She came to Terre Haute in 1906 as 
a tutor for Robert Smith, adopted 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick B. 
Smith, and Mrs. Smith’s niece, Rachel 
Larsh, who lived with them. The Smith 
family home is now the main building 
of Gibault School for Boys. 

Since so many friends of the Smiths 
also wanted their children to have 
special educational advantages, the 
Smiths purchased the property at 681 
Oak Street, on the southwest corner 
of Seventh and Oak streets, and a 
school was opened. 

Mary Sinclair Crawford, a gradu- 
ate of Wilson College, who had been 
teaching in New York, joined Ms. 
King in starting the school. 

Started with seven pupils and three 
teachers, the schoo! outgrew its quar- 
ters in two years. The Snriths then 
sold the property (the house is still 
standing’) and bought the house at the 
southwest corner of Sixth and Park 
streets (now an apartment building), 
where the school was located until it 
closed in 1945. Ms. King rented the 
building, where she lived and had the 
school. 

It was originally called the King- 
Crawford Classical School, but when 
Ms. Crawford left to teach in Cali- 
fornia in 1916, the name was changed 
to King Classical School. 
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Ms. King’s aim was to provide a 
preparatory school for boys and girls 
entering college — particularly for 
girls. In the beginning, there were al- 
most as many boys as girls. Abovt 
1918, the high school was changed to 
be only for girls, but many boys were 
still enrolled in primary, kindergarten 
and elementary grades until the school 
closed. 

Ms. King was outstanding in liter- 
ary, educational and ` suffrugette 
circles in Terre Haute and surround- 
ing area. In 1944, she married the poet 
and philosopher, Max Ehrmann, who 
wrote the now popular “DeZiderata”’ 
and other poems, plays und books, 
shortly before his death. 

The educator spoke before clubs, 
churches, schools and social groups 
on sociological problems, wrote for 
newspapers and appeared on radio. In 
1941, she had a series of radio broad- 
casts on “Inspiring Words” and an- 
other on “Interesting Women.” 

For six years, she conducted “Good 
English Week” in Terre Haute, ap- 
pearing on radio and writing for news- 
papers emphasizing better English. 

In 1918, Ms. King’s book, “The 
Worth of a Girl,” was published by 
T. Y. Crowell and Co. After the death 
of Ehrmann in 1945, she published 
“The Poems of Max Ehrmann” and 
“The Wife of Marobius and Other 
Plays,” edited and published “The 
Journal of Max Ehrmann” and wrote 
“Max Ehrmann: A Poet’s Life.” 

Ms. Ehrmann died in January, 1962, 
after having been ill for several years. 


ens 


ness 


Community Affairs File 


Bertha trot} Ne 


Vi 
KING CLASSICAL SCHOOT LUNCHEON Sept. 23, 1972 di County Public Libra 
ËCH pen 
Aten, Jean Posey (Mrs. David) Terre Haute 1921-1922 Do, "Re, 
Becker, Herman & Jack#e Terre Haute ‘Voy nn, ~'VGa 
Bell, Sidonia Valentine Hammond, Indiana 1916-1922 Grad. AIC) 
Beck, Virginia Bauers (Mrs. William) Terre Heute 1929-1933 Grad. “eA P 
Black, Lyle Turner (Mrs. Lee) Terre Haute Teacher French 1912-1913 2 


Blumberg, Jane Dru (Mrs, Morris) Terre Haute 

Blumberg, Morris Terre Haute, Indiana 

Chaskin, Ruth Silverstein (Mrs, Edward) Grad. 1926 Terre Haute 
Caffee, Elizabeth Crawford (Mrs, Alfred) Grad. Terre Haute 

Dodd, Gloria Bland (Mrs. Firman) Terre Haute, Ind. 1934-1939 
Douglas, Elizabeth Coles (Mrs. William) Terre Haute Grad 1933 
Fitzsimmons, Bertha Wools (Mrs. J.S-) Terre Haute Teacher 1920~1922 
Gray, Marion Weinstein (Mrs. H, C.) Terre Haute 1912-1916 Grad. 
Goodman, Florence Strouse (Mrs. Max) Terre Haute 1914-1922 

Gauer, Carol Hegeman West Terre Haute 1941-1942 

Graae, Martha Neweli, Terre Haute Teacher 1918-1920 

Haslem, Beulah Morris Terre Haute 1920-1927 ~Grad. 

Hughes, Frances E. Terre Haute 1916-192), Grad. 

Hubbard, Charlotte Weinstein, Ambler, Pa, 1917~1926 Grad. 

Hodge, Ada E, (Mrs. Edward) Terre Haute 1929-1930 

Harrison, Mildred (Mrs. Harold) Music department 

Hegeman, Mary Jane Bauermeister (Mrs. Theodore) West Terre Haute Grad, 
Hughes, Helen Crawford (Mrs. Wm. T.) Terre Haute 1907-1919 Grad. 
Henley, Judy Weston indianapolis 1923=24 

Irwin, Virginia Boston (Mrs. Glenn) Terre Haute 1914-1925 Grad, 
Kraly, Betty Ann Edmondson Terre Haute 1932-36 

Knapp, Kathryn Aten (Mrs, Marvin) Terre Haute 1920~1925 Grad 
Lee, Hugh B., dr. St. Louis. Missouri 

Kevin, Louise Goldman (Mrs. Sidney) Terre Haute Kindergtn~-2nd grade 
Merrill, Elizabeth Ress (Mrs, Allen) Terre Haute 1922-1926 Grad 
Moore, Mildred (Mra. Ted) Terre Hause Teacher 19291937 
Mortimer, Elizabeth Wilks (Mrs. Frank) Nutley, Node 1920-1924 Grad. 
McKeen, Henrietta CGiichrist{Mrs, Wm.) Terre Hautel917-1919 

McKibben, Avice (Mrs. Jos.P.,) Terre Haute Gave many programs at schoel 
Nay, Nellie (Mrs. Ernest O.) Terre Haute Teacher 1923-1926 
Nierste, Suzy Temple (Mrs. Morris Brookston, Ind. Kindergarten 1940 
McMillan Mary (Mrs, Graham) Terre Haute 

Obenauf, Isabel Meyer (Mrs. Maurice) Cayahoga Falls, Ohio 1911-1917 
Peddle, Juliet, Terre Haute 1914-1918 Grad. 

Pinson, Mary Ann Terre Haute 1943-1945 

Price, Frances Mitchell (Mrs. Rebert) Terre Haute 1918-1922 Grad. 
Park, Helen Ault, Greenup, Illinois 1932 

Pence, Georgiana Richards, Terre Haute 

Royse, Mary Bogart (Mrs. James) Terre Haute 1911-1917 Grad. 
Simmons, Persis White West Lafayette, Indiana 

Simpson, HelenOgden Terre Haute Teacher 1941-1946 

Simpson, Clifford R. 

Sherrill, Mrs. Tnelma Terre Haute Teacher 1937-1941 

Trueb, Anna Mae Thomasson (Mrs. Marion) Terre Haute 1909-12 (Grad.) 
Temple, Willa Reiman (Mrs. Richard) Terre Haute 1924 Grad. 

Taylor, Barbara Alden (Mrs. Clayton) Terre Haute 

Williams, Dorothy (Mrs. Claude) Terre Haute Teacher 1936-1945 
Warren, Virginia P hinney, Terre Haute 1931 
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FORMER STUDENTS AT KING CLASSICAL SCHOOL who are on the committee planning a 
reunion of students, teachers and friends of (ke school. on Saturday, Sept. 23, met at the cor- 
ner at fth and Park Sts., where the school was Jocated. From teit, are Mrs. Glenn Irwin, Mrs. 
Edward Chaskin, Mrs. Max Goodman, Mrs. Marvin Kuapp and Mrs. Morris B. Blumberg. 
Founder of the school was Miss Bertha Pratt King, who later married Terre Hante poet 
and philosopher Max Fhrmann, The reuoion luncheon will he at the Country Club of Terre 
HJaule, and it is an auxiliary event during the Max Ehrmann Centennial Observance here 
Sept. 22 and 23. Photo by Martin. 
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WILL SAVE CLASSICAL SCHCOL 


Chamber of Commerce takes steps to Acquire Home. 


"Plans for acquiring a home for the King Classical School 
were discussed Thursday evening at a meeting called for this 
purpose by the Chamber of Commerce, fowwowing an announcement t 
that Fred B. Smith, owner of the building in which the school 
has been conducted, was contemplating converting the building 
into apartment house. 

Those in attendance at the meeting were heartily in accord 
with plans to preserve the school to Terre Haute. It was decided 
to orgamize a corpany to purchase the Smith property at a price 
of $15,000. The holding company will be incorporated for $30,000 
of which $15,000 of the stock, will be sold. 

The building will be leased to Miss Bertha Fratt King, who will 
conduct the school as in the past." 
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is a photo of the structure’s side entrance prior to the latest coat of paint. 


Former school 1s still 
a community mainstay 


By Danelle Hevron 


Tribune-Star 


Opening the back door of the old King 
Classical School is much like opening the door 
to the past. 

Close your eyes and listen. You can almost 
hear the giggles as the pupils head to class, 
their feet pounding the hardwood floors. 

The students have been gone since the 
school closed its doors in 1945, but their lega- 
cy and that of the school’s founder, Bertha 
Pratt King, goes on. 


According to David Lewis, Vigo County 
Public Library special collections research assis- 
tant, the structure at Sixth and Park streets was 
built in 1874. But that wasn’t the school’s first 
location — Seventh and Oak holds that honor. 

And what an honor that was. Women’s 
suffragette Bertha Pratt King, the school’s 
founder, Jeft her teaching endeavors on the 
East Coast to move to Terre Haute to tutor 
Robert Smith, the adopted son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Frederick B.” Smith, and also Mrs. Smith’s 
niece, Rachel Larsh. 

See ACCOMMODATIONS, Page 11 
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Danelle Hevron/Tribune-Star 
The old King Classical School De has received two facelifts since 


the school closed in 1945. Above is a photo of how it looks today. At right 


fit for a King 
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Continued from Page 10 


The Smiths and their 
friends wanted their children to 
have special education privi- 
leges and King was motivated 
enough to start a day school 
that would fulfill that need. 
Ironically, only a small portion 
of the student body actually 
came from the cultural elite of 
the community. Many were 
from middle-class back- 
grounds. 

Before long, King called on 
her friend and fellow teacher, 
Mary Sinclair Crawford to 
open the school. 

King-Crawford Classical 
School opened its doors to 
seven students and three teach- 
ers about 1905. 

According to records in the 


library’s special collections, it ' 


was King’s belief that girls 
should have the beriéfit of the 
same educational opportunities 
as boys. She set out to educate 
them by opening the school. 
Though it had its share of male 
students, the high school depart- 
ment was just for young women 
and prepared them for study at 
higher levels of education. 

Its reputation as a fine insti- 
tute was quickly established and 
within two years, the school had 
outgrown its quarters. It moved 
to its current location and, in 


e we 
ae ~ a 


PH 


(Left) Enthusiastic aii! once bounded Gei the side door of King 
Classical School and up the staircase to their classrooms. After the school 
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closed in 1945, the Rohan brothers, Michael and Steve, purchased the struc- 
ture and converted it into apartments. A few years ago, Wendy Dreyfus 
Bennett bought the structure. (Above) Sunlight through the north entrance’s 
windows bathe the sitting area in sunlight. Period furnishings purchased by 
the current owner add to the home-turned-school-turned-apartment build- 
ing’s distinctive charm ancl character. 
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Bertha Pratt King, school founder, lived i in a simi- 
lar apartment in King Classical School. 


1916, when Crawford left to take 


a teaching job in California, it was 
renamed King Classical School. 
In its heyday, the school 
boasted more than 90 pupils and 
nine teachers. It closed in 1945, a 
casualty of shortages 
changes created by World War II. 
After the school closed, the 
building was purchased by 
Michael and Steve Rohan who 
successfully turned the structure 
into an apartment building. 
Wendy Dreyfus Bennett 
bought the building eight years 
ago. 
“They kept things pretty 


and | 


mutch as they were,” Bennett said . 


of the Rohans. 


The original hardwood 
floors are still exposed through- 
out the house as are the transoms 
above the doors and the original 
hewel posts on the staircases. 

Bennett believes the first- 
floor apartment on the structure’s 
east side was where King called 
home. It’s said the woman 
enjoyed sitting in the apartment's 
south room. 

Among the changes Bennett 
made to the structure were: 
adding a bathroom, refinishing 
the floor and repainting the inte- 
rior. 

Students still roam the halls, 
but they aren’t students of King 
Classical. Instead, they study at 


area colleges. 

This particular day, one of 
the tenants visits with her parents 
who live out of town. Bennett 
greets them with a smile as they 
discuss a staircase that mysteri- 
ously disappeared when the 
school was turned into an apart- 
ment building. 

“I think it was here,” Bennett 
says, walking over the spot in the 
apartment's living room. 

But only the Rohan brothers 
know exactly where the staircase 
is — or was. Bennett is unsure of 
whether the staircase was cov- 
ered up or extracted from the 
home. She may have given up 
her quest to find it or even con- 
vinced herself it never existed, 
except for the fact that structural 
elements like an odd-shaped 
alcove and its location in the 
house remain. 

Until Bennett finds an origi- 
nal floor plan, the location of an 
original staircase will just have to 
remain a mystery. 

One thing that is not a mys- 
tery is what happened to King 
after the school closed its doors. 
A staunch supporter of the 
women’s suffrage movement, the 
activist wrote and lectured on 
equality issues such as wage- 
earning conditions for women, 
the fallacies of modern conven- 


tional education for girls and 
TRIBUNE-STAR VA 


how women were perceived 
through the ages. Her book, “The 
Worth of a Girl,” was based on 
her lectures. 

In the 1940s, King began the 
radio program ` “Inspiring 
Words” in which she or a guest 
would help listeners cope with 
the changes that came about as a 
result of World War II. 

In 1945, she married one of 
her guests, local poet and 
philosopher Max Ehrmann. 
Three months later, he died of a 
sudden stroke. 

King continued to be active 
in the suffrage movement after 
her husband was gone. She also 
republished his works and edited 
and published his journal. 

Bennett couldn’t be prouder 
of the history surrounding the 
old school and its marm. It’s only 
fitting that today the former King, 
Classical School is owned and 
run by a woman and that many 
of its tenants are women. 

The landlord doesn’t speciti- 
cally pick women to live in the 
structure, but she’s glad they are 
there. They take care of the his- 
toric icon and appreciate its tor- 
mer resident. 

Lewis marvels ai die massive 
structure and how it has been 
preserved. 

“It was a very nice building 
and still is,” he said. 


MISS MARY SINCLAIR CRAWFORD 


Miss Mary Sinclair Crawford has been a resident of Terre Haute 
only five years, but she has made herself felt in the city through 
the large number of pupils who have attended the Classical School, of 
which she is an equal partner with Miss Bertha Pratt King. Miss 
King preceded Miss Crawford to Terre Haute. When she decided that a 
school of the character of the Classical was needed here, she wrote 
to her friend, Miss Crawford, making the proposition that she come 
west and help found such an institution. The school is now firmly 
established on a solid foundation. 

The central idea of the Classical school, round which revolves all ` 
the efforts of the heads, is for college preparation. The requirements 
for entering any of the leading women's colleges of the country are 
taken as the basis of the school work. Students are guaranteed to be 
prepared for the college they may select. It is a field held exclusively 
by the Classical school in this part of the state. 

Miss Crawford is a native of Philadelphia. She was graduated 
from the high school of that city, then attended the Bradford Academy 
in Massachusetts. Later she entered Wilson College, Chambersburg, Pa., 
taking the full course and receiving the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 
She was in the honor group for languages, in which she specialized. 
Mathematics and French are the subjects she teaches. 

After completing her college course she accepted a position in the 
faculty of Miss Timlow's boarding school, Montclair, N.J. 

Miss Crawford has been five times to Europe, making a speciality 
of French while abroad. Before organizing and taking parties she 
entered the Alliance Francais in Paris for study. Here the greatest 
lecturers are to be heard and the best possible facilities given. It 
is a part of the great Sorbonne University. When in Paris, Miss 
Crawford always attends French theaters and churches where sermons 
are preached in French. 

In her class work Miss Crawford found few French stories within 
reach of an American child to make the impression of reading his 
first book one of pleasure and profit. To supply this need she has 
taken simple classic French stories and edited them with notes and 
vocabulary to meet tne desired requirements. One of these she had 
published by the Henry Holt company in 1910. Its title is "Les 
Lunettes De Grand 'Maman'," by Pierre Perrault, which she has been 
using in her freshman classes. The publishing company wrote her 
that they had recently sold one hundred copies. Miss Crawford 
subscribes to the only French magazine published in this country, 
wInesacho, GieTwo “Worlds,” 

She recently became a member of the Woman's Club of Terre Hatte. 
She is also a member of the Touring Club of France. Through this 
she is kept in touch with touring news of the country, of changes 
in hotels and general information of interest to tourists. This 
club occupies a splendid mansion in the city of Paris, where Miss 
Crawford takes her parties and has the privileges of its fine equip- 
ment. 

As a staunch member of the Equal Franchise league, Miss Crawford 
regards the "Woman Question" in its comprehensive aspect, as the 
greatest now Teefonerthespublice. {To her it is not simply«the fight 
for the right of the ballot, which she regards as merely the symbol 
of what women are working for in this league. It is their struggle 
for personal freedom. For centuries women have been slaves of con- 
vention and for generation after generation have accepted that 
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